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A part of Beyond Gravity in almost every 

smartphone 

The semiconductor business is booming: Modern microprocessors are needed to 

enable artificial intelligence and digital applications. With the new Lithography 

division, Beyond Gravity is strengthening its position in the semiconductor 

business as a key player in the supply chain and a strategic partner of ZEISS SMT.  

Stronger, faster, better. Digitization is continuously increasing the need for more powerful end de-

vices or applications, which is why ever more powerful microprocessors will be required over the next 

15 years. The drive to reduce the size of microchips while increasing their performance is one of the 

key drivers in the semiconductor business. The market is booming; forecasts indicate an expected 

volume for the semiconductor industry of over one trillion US dollars by 2030. As a result, demand for 

products to manufacture semiconductors is also growing. For almost 20 years, Beyond Gravity has 

been supplying ZEISS - a leading global technology company in the optical and optoelectronic indus-

try - with special stabilizers as well as apertures - technology that was originally developed for space 

travel. The stabilizers and apertures are required by ZEISS' Semiconductor Manufacturing Technol-

ogy (SMT) division for the production of lithography optics, laser optics and other optical systems. 

The basis for modern microprocessors 

In turn, ZEISS SMT's customers include manufacturers of machines for the production of microchips. 

Thanks to lithography optics from ZEISS, these machines can expose silicon wafers with nanometer 

precision, thus creating the prerequisite for the production of ever smaller, more efficient and more 

powerful microprocessors.  

"Our new Lithography division is Beyond Gravity's answer to the growing demand in the semiconduc-

tor business”. Beyond Gravity's high-precision products have been a critical element in the industry's 

supply chain since 2001. "We see great potential and are investing substantially in building our pro-

duction capacity. Our collaboration with ZEISS has intensified in recent years and we will do every-

thing we can to continue to support ZEISS as a reliable strategic partner in the future", says André 

Wall, CEO Beyond Gravity.  

Christoph Hensche, Chief Operating Officer at the ZEISS SMT division, is also certain that the new 

setup is the right step for profitable growth: "The semiconductor market is dynamic and together with 
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our customers, partners and suppliers we want to serve all market requirements. We welcome the 

new division of Beyond Gravity and the increase in production capacities, which are welcome to be-

come effective even faster. We look forward to further close cooperation”. 

More than just space 

In the coming years, the new division will grow from 140 to 180 employees at the Beyond Gravity 

sites in Zurich and Coswig. The stabilizers and apertures will be produced in state-of-the-art clean 

rooms that meet the stringent requirements in the lithography sector. The division is headed by Dr. 

Oliver Kunz, who was previously responsible for global engineering at Beyond Gravity. He empha-

sizes: "We are proud to be able to use our expertise in space technology outside of space. We are 

also proud of the fact that almost every smartphone has a piece of Beyond Gravity in it”. 

Information and pictures 

This media release as well as the pictures can be found at www.beyondgravity.com/news 

Information about ZEISS SMT www.zeiss.de 

Picture group photo High Level Meeting 

Contact: 

Clemens Gähwiler; Media Spokesperson Beyond Gravity;  
clemens.gaehwiler@beyondgravity.com, Tel.: +41 76 319 28 58 

Philipp Bircher, Vice President Corporate Communications & Branding Beyond Gravity;  
philipp.bircher@beyondgravity.com, Tel: +41 79 790 11 81 

 

Beyond Gravity, headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, is the first startup to combine agility, speed and innovation 

with decades of experience and proven quality. Approximately 1600 employees at 12 locations in six countries (Swit-

zerland, Sweden, Austria, Germany, USA and Finland) develop and manufacture products for satellites, launch vehi-

cles and semiconductor industry with the goal of advancing humanity and enabling exploration of the world and be-

yond. In 2021, the company generated revenues of approximately CHF 319 million. More information at: www.be-

yondgravity.com. 
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